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Happy New Year one and all.

Do hope you had a restful holiday break.   We are gearing up for another busy year. 

FUNDRAISING.
 
We are currently investigating whether  we should do is advertise for support in the NZ 
Listener, which is the highest circulation weekly in NZ and whose readers are the sort of 
people who are interested in quality broadcasting and should therefore be receptive
 
ADVOCACY
 
Here we can record some real progress.   On 12 December 2011, the NZ Law 
Commission issued a report on the future of media regulation:  The News Media meets 
'New Media': Rights, Responsibilities and Regulation in the Digital Age 
(http://www.lawcom.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/2011/12/ip27-summary-web-
v2.pdf).
 
This report was requested by former Minister Simon Power, in which he referred to some 
media as being a sort of Wild West, without law and without restraint of any kind.  His 
concern relates to what is termed the Blogosphere, and also to activities such as cyber-
stalking, and Internet pornography.
 
We regard this as an excellent initiative, since it seeks to address many of the issues 
which we have been calling for a consideration of for the past several years.   Indeed the 
term “Wild West” was originally coined by us in a submission on the subject to a seminar 
hosted by the Ministry of Culture and Heritage in 2009.   
 
Public Submissions are called for, with the deadline being Monday 12 March 2012.  As the 
only viewer advocacy group in NZ, we will be making a submission and encouraging 
others to do the same.
 
Please review this report and either forward us your thoughts and comments, or make 
your own submission.
 
OTHER ISSUES
 
One of our members is taking the Broadcasting Standards Authority to court to protest 
against their decision to fine him for making a complaint which BSA considered frivolous 
and vexatious.  The BSA decision causes us concern because it seems to threaten the 
integrity of the complaints process, and so we are helping to raise funds to assist his 
action.



 
Our website continues to function as an effective means of circulating information and we 
regularly write letters to the papers on subjects which seem to be relevant (latest one 31 
December 2011 – see website).
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